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August 18, 2021

Chief  Connie Mielke
Greater Golden Lake
1692 Black Bay Road
Petawawa, ON
K8H 2W8
   
Dear Chief Connie Mielke:

I would like to share with you Indspire’s efforts in supporting the 
education of Indigenous learners for the long-term benefit of these 
individuals, their families, and communities.

Indspire’s work is in addition to the exceptional support you 
provide for your students. We raise new funds from philanthropic 
foundations, educational institutions, the private sector, and 
individual donors and federal and provincial governments, to 
ensure a brighter, and more hopeful future. 
 
We serve First Nations, Inuit, and Métis students in communities 
across Canada, including rural and remote, fly-in and urban 
centres. In 2020-21, Indspire awarded $20,013,012 through 6,245 
scholarships and bursaries to Indigenous students. This includes 
$13,493,264 in financial awards which were provided to 4,369 
First Nations students and more detail is included in the enclosed 
appendix. 

While we celebrate this success, we know that the needs are 
great, and that COVID-19 is having a disproportionate impact on 
Indigenous individuals, families and communities. 

In addition to supporting post-secondary students with funding and 
mentoring, Indspire recognizes that young people need support to 
succeed in K-12 before considering higher education. 
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Our annual Soaring: Indigenous Youth Empowerment Gatherings allow students to 
explore post-secondary options, engage in career workshops and learn about 
career options, opening them to a world of possibility. For 2021 we leveraged digital 
delivery to engage more than 1,000 Indigenous high school students and their 
teachers. 

We also help educators support Indigenous student success through the National 
Gathering for Indigenous Education, an opportunity for your educators to engage in 
a peer community and learn about best practices in Indigenous education. This 
year’s event was a great success leveraging technology to provide impactful 
professional development and networking opportunities while recognizing 
excellence in education through our annual Guiding the Journey: Indigenous 
Educator Awards.

The annual Indspire Awards celebrate excellence in Indigenous achievement and 
were broadcast on APTN and CBC on June 22, 2021. The Awards honour the 
resilience, strength and determination of outstanding individuals while 
demonstrating the positive contributions of our people to Canada and the world. Our 
recipients serve as role models for the next generation, inspiring them to achieve 
their full potential. 

We welcome your feedback and input on any of our initiatives and I invite you to 
contact Yancy Craig, Vice-President of Indigenous and Government Relations at 
416.987.0255 or ycraig@indspire.ca for more information and to let us know how 
we can further support First Nation students and educators.

Sincerely, 

Mike DeGagné, C.M
President & CEO, Indspire

mailto:ycraig@indspire.ca
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Appendix A

From your community, 1 post-secondary student(s) were supported through $5,600 
in scholarships, bursaries, and awards.

They are enrolled in the following fields of study:

Psychology

The financial supporters who made these scholarships, bursaries and awards 
possible, plus matching funds from the Government of Canada, include:

Jessica Metter Bursary for Indigenous Students
Province of Ontario


